
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear fellow parishioners, 
 
Thirteen years ago, our parish chose Gather Comprehensive, Second 
Edition, from GIA Publications, Inc., as our hymnal.  During that time, these 
books have done an excellent job of providing much needed stability and 
consistency to our sung worship.  However, with regular use and the passage 
of time, our Gather Comprehensive hymnals have started to show their 
age.  The binding on many of them is beginning to wear out, and, because 
of the implementation of the new Roman Missal in 2011, the Order of the 
Mass and Service Music is no longer up-to-date in them. 
 

Therefore, the time has come for a new hymnal, and my music staff and 
I, with Fr. Chrispine’s approval, have chosen The Saint Michael Hymnal 
for Our Lady of Sorrows.  This attractive book is durably bound, is a 
comfortable size to hold, can be slipped easily in and out of the pew 
racks, has a complete Order of the Mass that includes the Eucharistic 
Prayers, has prayers in the back of it for private use, and is full of many 
beautiful and sing-able hymns that will further add to the quality and 
reverence of our liturgies. 
 
One copy of The Saint Michael Hymnal is $17.00, so the total cost to 
purchase it for our parish is $4,522 (not including shipping costs), so we 
very much need your help and generosity.  When we bought the Gather 
Comprehensive hymnals thirteen years ago, donation envelopes and 
memorial plaques were used, which increases the cost because these 
have to be printed.  This time around, we hope to pay for our new 
hymnals with one or two second collections.  The weekend of October 

26 and 27, a second collection will be taken up at each Mass that will go entirely toward the cost 
of our Saint Michael Hymnals.  If each of us gives $20 to this collection (less than a dinner out at 
a restaurant), that will easily cover the cost of one hymnal.  However, donations of any amount, 
large or small, will be humbly and gladly accepted. 
 
Please prayerfully consider supporting this second collection on the weekend of October 26 and 
27, and giving what you can toward the purchase of The Saint Michael Hymnal.  In fact, generous 
donors have already stepped forward with offers to pay for the shipping costs, accompaniment 
books, and choir editions.  You too can be a part of this important investment in the quality of our 
worship, and help us to buy something that will support and strengthen the liturgical life of our 
parish for many years to come. 
 
May God bless you all! 
 
James Bartel 
Director of Liturgy and Sacred Music 
Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church 
Portland, Oregon  
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To learn more about The Saint Michael 
Hymnal, visit 

www.stmichaelhymnal.com. 

http://www.stmichaelhymnal.com/

