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Dear friends, we are at the Fifth Sunday of Lent. These two weeks 

preceding Easter Sunday have been traditionally called Passiontide. We 

are getting very close to Holy week, the unfolding drama that led to our 

salvation. Before I forget, I would like to request you to stop by the 

Church next Saturday and Sunday and pick up some blessed palms for 

your homes. They will be on tables outside the church, and you can just 

call James in the office for more information. With Passion Sunday, we 

will begin Holy week, and it will be good that you have some of those 

blessed palms at home. We will try as much as we can to bring you the 

liturgies of Holy Week online. Please check our website regularly to 

receive updates as we prepare to celebrate Easter in the midst of these 

difficult times. Also, if anyone would like to assist James with 

livestreaming, please call him in the office. 

As I preach this homily, I feel the sadness of not being able to see you face 

to face as one parish family, but despite all this, we are a people of hope. 

We are always in communion, and I believe that we will be together again 

soon. Let’s keep in touch regularly. Keep strong, keep the faith! 

Now, on this Fifth Sunday of Lent, the church asks us to reflect on the 

reality of death and the resurrection. All of us have experienced the death 

either of a family member or a friend. Death is scary; it separates families, 

destroys physical communion, and brings sadness. No wonder people fear 

death. Unfortunately, death is an unavoidable reality; no matter how fast 

you run, sooner or later it will catch up with us. However, as Christians we 

need not fear death, but prepare for it when we still can. We need to look 

at death with the eyes of faith and hope. That’s what helped Martha and 

Mary in their loss. Whenever we celebrate a funeral Mass, we hear 

(Preface I) that for us Christians, “life is changed not ended, and when this 

earthly dwelling turns to dust, an eternal dwelling is made ready for us in 

heaven.” This is very consoling especially now that the Coronavirus crisis 

has threatened thousands of lives around the globe. 
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In these moments of despair, we turn to God in prayer of faith like Martha, 

who in today’s Gospel professed her faith despite her pain. She said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even 

now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus told 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he 

dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 

Do you believe this?” Martha said, “Yes Lord.” 

To the surprise of many, Jesus not only wept with the family, but his 

presence brought life, joy, and assurance. 

Dear friends, today Jesus reminds us that death is just like sleep; it is our 

transition to new life with God. God keeps his promises just as he did with 

the people of Israel many years ago. In those times of despair when they 

were in exile in Babylon, Ezekiel saw the vision in which God joined dry 

bones together, covered them with flesh, and breathed life in them. God 

said, “I will open your graves and have you rise from them, and bring you 

back to the land of Israel. I will put my spirit in you that you may live.” 

God is the source of life. 

Just as the spirit brought Christ to life, the same spirit is the pledge of our 

immortality. “If the spirit of one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies, through his spirit dwelling in you.” (Rom.8:8-11) The raising of 

Lazarus represents the end for all Christians. The resurrection of Lazarus 

signifies that whoever comes to Jesus in faith will never experience 

spiritual death or total death. 

The upcoming Easter celebration reminds us that living in faith is simply a 

different kind of living. It is living with one foot on this earth and one foot 

ready to step onto the heavenly glory. I would like to conclude by echoing 

the words of Pope Francis this last Friday at his special Urbi et Orbi (to the 

city and to the world). Let us pray for the end of this pandemic; let us not 

be afraid because the Lord is with us in this our boat of suffering. Let us be 

in solidarity with all those who are suffering during this time, and let us 
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pray for all those giving their lives to save lives. Lord Jesus, in these 

moments of storm and fear, we turn to you, save us and strengthen us. 

Amen. 


