
Homily Ascension Sunday 5/23/2020 Year A 

“You will be my witnesses to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1) “I 

am with you always till the end of age (Matt 28). Today we 

celebrate the feast of the Ascension of the Lord. It is not so 

much about how Jesus ascended into heaven and left his 

disciples looking up, but the fact that on that day he asked his 

disciples to continue his work. In the first reading, when the 

disciples asked him, “are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom...? He knew that the job is not finished and so he told 

them “you will receive the power when the Holy Spirit comes 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses to the ends of the 

earth.” Jesus, after three years of ministry hands over to his 

apostles and so to the church the mission of proclaiming the 

gospel. He knew they were weak, they fled at his crucifixion, 

they denied him, but still he entrusts them with this mandate 

assuring them of his support. This shows his mercy, his trust. 

God sends the church and therefore all of us to evangelize not 

because we are perfect but because he continues to perfect us 

with his grace and the Holy Spirit. 

This mandate to witness to the Love of Christ is stated clearly 

again in the gospel. “all the power has been given to me. Go, 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you 

(Mathew 28).” 

The Gospel of Mathew does not describe how ascension took 

place but St. Luke does.  He narrates Ascension in both the Acts 
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of the Apostles which we have read today and in the last chapter 

of Luke’s Gospel chapter 24:50-51. We are told that Jesus led 

his disciples into the vicinity of Bethany and then, “lifting up his 

hands he blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from 

them and was carried up to heaven.”  

Pope Benedict in his book Jesus of Nazareth writes a beautiful 

reflection on this verse which I find inspiring on this feast. The 

Pope says, “Jesus departs in the act of blessing. He goes while 

blessing, and he remains in that gesture of blessing. His hands 

remain stretched over this world. The blessing hands of Christ 

are like a roof that protects us. But at the same time, they are a 

gesture of opening up, tearing the world open so that heaven 

may enter in, may become ‘present’ within it. The gesture of 

hands outstretched in blessing expresses Jesus’ continuing 

relationship to his disciples, to the world. In departing, he comes 

to us, in order to raise us up above ourselves and to open up the 

world to God. That is why the disciples could return home from 

Bethany rejoicing. In faith we know that Jesus holds his hands 

stretched out in blessing over us. That is the lasting motive of 

Christian joy.” 

After ascension, the disciples went ahead and proclaimed the 

good news everywhere, they preached, baptized, healed the sick 

and the church grew. Not even persecution and challenges 

stopped them. When discouraged they could look up the sky and 

know that Jesus was extending his hands over them as he 
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promised to be with them always. They were strengthened by 

the Holy Spirit. 

Even today, the Lord continues to commission us to go out and 

proclaim the good news to lead his people to him. All of us 

volunteers, lectors, parents, ministers, all of us share in the 

ministry of Jesus here in our church. We are called to be the 

witnesses of Jesus to the ends of the earth. Now, the work of 

evangelization has never been easy especially in our secular 

modern world, with various crisis. There are moments of 

success and moments of disappointment. However, we the 

church, we the disciples have to keep on proclaiming the joy of 

the gospel, the joy of encountering Jesus knowing that the one 

who sent us has his hands outstretched over us.  

At the end of our ministry here on earth, we look forward with 

hope to going to heaven, where Christ our head and founder has 

gone before and where the saints have preceded us.  Let us 

therefore keep living lives worthy of the call we have received. 

Let us continue serving God and his people knowing that Christ 

is with us always especially here in the Eucharist. Friends, as we 

celebrate Memorial Day weekend, let us honor and pray for all 

those who sacrificed their lives in service to our country. We ask 

God’s blessings upon them and upon all those who continue to 

serve and protect us.  I wish you all a blessed weekend and 

happy feast of Ascension.     


