
Ministry Opportunity Weekend 2022 

When you have done all you have been commanded,  say, ‘We 

are unprofitable servants;   we have done what we were obliged 

to do.’” 

Priest missionary worked in Africa for 30 years, built schools, 

educated many youth, founded youth development centers, after 

all the good work, he had just turned 72 when a call came from 

Italy and was told by the superior, it is time to go back to Italy to 

serve as pastor in the southern Italy. He really didn’t want to 

leave the people behind, Africa had become his home, but he 

obeyed. He packed his little luggage and left behind friends and 

other belongings. 

I worked with him in the parish in Italy and he often quoted this 

verse, “after doing what you are called to do, say, we are just 

useless servants-servi Inutili.” That spirituality should guide us 

in all we do for the church whether priests or lay; at the end of 

the day, it is not for our glory but for the glory of God!  

Today is our parish’s ministry opportunity weekend, or 

simply ministry fair. On this weekend every year we present to 

you the ministries and the programs that our parish provides, we 

appreciate all the volunteers involved and encourage you all to 

step up and serve in any area you feel called and capable. Our 

Pastoral council will present to you after communion today 

ways that we all can participate in the mission and ministry of 

Our Lady of Sorrows. There is a ministry for everyone. It is each 

of us that make our parish great and vibrant, from altar servers 

to money counters, from lectors to hospitality ministers. 



As your pastor and a servant among you, I want you to know 

that I appreciate each and every one of you and anything that 

you do to help our parish fulfil its mission and ministries. Our 

main mission as a Catholic Church is to evangelize, spread the 

good news to all and to draw people to the love of Christ and 

lead them to heaven. Doing this involves many ministries and 

volunteers and funding. It requires also paying bills and 

providing well kept property where people feel safe and 

comfortable to pray and even to get together. OLS is what it is 

and where it is because of your love and loyalty to her! 

I am very grateful for your support. We are all servants in the 

vineyard of the Lord, instruments of God’s love in this world. 

One day the Lord, who sees all, will reward us for all that we 

have done for his Church, his people. May God bless all of you 

who contribute your time, talents and treasure to serve this 

Church and help it spread the good news of salvation to all. 

Thank you for believing in this small, beautiful and vibrant 

parish where God’s love touches his people through liturgies 

and pastoral ministries. Don’t forget that you are a minister and 

witness of Jesus wherever you are and wherever you go! And as 

ministers, St. Paul has a good advice for us in his II letter to 

Timothy 1:6-please read it later “I remind you, to stir into flame 

the gift of God that you have through the imposition of my 

hands. For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice… 

So do not be ashamed of your testimony/witness to our Lord, but 

bear your share of hardship for the gospel with the strength that 

comes from God.” 

Fr. Chrispine 


