
 

Copy of a talk given at all the Masses on the weekend of October 1 and 2, 2022: 

This weekend at Our Lady of Sorrows is “Opportunity Weekend.” We call it that because we want to 

share with you the various parish ministries and volunteer opportunities that exist at our “urban parish 

with a small-town feel.” Your involvement is what creates the rich spiritual culture that we have here at 

Our Lady of Sorrows, and helps our parish thrive and grow.   

We can all agree that the last few years have been a challenge for all of us.  Just coming together was a 

challenge.  As a Parish planning and preparing for all the needs of our weekly liturgies and events, 

planning has been difficult.  We appreciate all of your patience as we navigated these uncharted waters.  

We realize some of you may have signed up for a ministry last year, and did not hear back from us.  We 

apologize and are committed to not allowing that to happen this year.  As the new normal is taking shape, 

we ask that you once again consider how you can help in a way that you and your family are comfortable 

with. 

It is our love for God, and the love for our parish family that inspires all of us to find that special 

Opportunity to get involved. We are a family, coming together each week to give thanks and worship 

together. Families that work together stay together. It takes contributions from each family member to 

have a cohesive and happy family. It is when we work and serve together that we really get to know each 

other, and knowing each other is what draws us closer to each other and to God. 

For me personally, serving at our Masses each week has enriched my spiritual life. Getting to know our 

parishioners and greeting them each week, has made me appreciate the richness that Our Lady of Sorrows 

has to offer. I encourage you to find your own special way of getting to know your fellow parishioners. 

Along with Fr. Chrispine, the Pastoral Council would like to thank all of you for the many ways you 

serve our parish community through your gifts of time, talent, and treasure. You truly do make a 

difference here at Our Lady of Sorrows. 

Before we get into the details of signing up for our ministry opportunities, I would like to ask those who 

have already served as a minister/volunteer past or present to raise your hand. (Please keep your hand 

up.)  If your hand isn't up, please raise it if you have helped decorate the Church, or helped with coffee 

and donuts.  How about our St Vincent De Paul members? Have you brought up the gifts at Mass, sung 

in the choir, or taught catechism? Have you helped at a funeral reception or the holiday bazaar, or called 

fellow parishioners with news, prayed for those who requested special prayers, taken up the collection, 

participated in the Rosary before Mass, or volunteered in any other way not mentioned. Thank you, and 

let us give these people some applause. 

I am excited to share with you some of the opportunities we have at Our Lady of Sorrows.  The goal is 

for each and every one of you to find your special way to participate in the ministries in our parish. 

On the website and in the bulletin are descriptions of some of these opportunities.  Please use this list to 

prayerfully think about your talents, and find a way to serve. Maybe your talents are best used in a 



ministry that isn't listed, so feel free to share with us what your talents are, and how you think you can 

help Our Lady of Sorrows.   

 

If you have limitations that keep you from physically serving, your financial contribution to the church 

is always welcomed, and is in itself an opportunity to participate in the parish.  Besides your weekly 

offering, please keep the Church in mind when you are doing your estate planning, or consider 

contributing to the never ending list of improvements that are needed at our 105 year-old parish campus. 

 

Although we have many volunteers, we always need more. It isn’t uncommon to see someone serving as 

an usher/greeter, lector, and/or Eucharistic Minister at the same Mass. We would all like to see altar 

servers at every mass. We are especially in need of altar servers and lectors for our 11:00 am Mass each 

Sunday.  Please prayerfully consider volunteering for one of these Liturgical ministries. When you serve 

at Mass, it is not only the service that is pleasing to God, but the fact that you are enriching the prayer 

life of all of your fellow parishioners as well.   

So, what is your talent? 

What can you do to help participate in this Parish Family? 

In the pews are some cards with many of the ministries that we need people to volunteer for.  You can 

recommit to the volunteering you are already doing, volunteer for additional ministries, or perhaps 

become involved for the very first time. 

Please keep in mind that this is not a complete list; the opportunities are too many to list. We would like 

to get the Family Rosary group meeting again regularly, as well as offer Children's Liturgy of the Word. 

What is your talent? 

We would like each of you to take a moment, and fill out a card with your name, phone numbers, and 

email address. You can select any of the ministries, and even select the Mass that you would prefer to 

serve at. 

Please fill out a card for each person in your family that wants to serve. 

As I mentioned earlier, if you have a talent or an interest in serving Our lady of Sorrows in a ministry 

that is not listed, feel free to write that in, and put your card in the collection basket.  We will collect the 

cards and will be reaching out to you in the coming weeks to confirm and schedule the appropriate 

training you may need for the ministry you have selected. 

If you need some time, feel free to take a card home and pray about what opportunity God is calling you 

to participate in. Bring your card back next week and put it in the collection basket at any Mass, or drop 

it off at the office. 

Whether it is behind the scenes, or more visible, a few hours here and there makes a big difference to 

keep our parish alive and strong. 

Thank you for considering to be of service out of love for our parish family. 


