
 

 

 

 

ALTAR SERVERS 

The altar servers perform a variety of tasks to assist the presider and clergy in the celebration of the Mass. 

Servers can be children, youth, adults, male or female. The minimum age requirement is 8 years old, and 

you must be strong enough to carry the processional cross and candle sticks. Parents should encourage our 

kids and the youth to share in this ministry as they are the future of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish.  It is 

necessary, after all, to ensure that our young members are not left behind in serving the Lord and serving 

their church. 

 

Those interested in serving at the altar will be trained and given a handbook. Also if you would like to be 

in charge of the altar servers, or to help in training and accompanying them, please let Fr. Chrispine know. 

 

LECTORS 

The lector proclaims the first and second readings at Mass, and reads the Prayers of the Faithful and 

announcements at the end of Mass. To serve as a lector, you must have received the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, and be able to proclaim well the Word of God. Lectors must be able to proclaim the Scripture 

in a way that fully communicates God's message, and are typically scheduled for this ministry every month.  

The schedule is always posted ahead of time in the sacristy and on-line on the parish website. 

 

USHERS/GREETERS/COLLECTION TAKERS 

Ministers of Hospitality at Mass welcome our parishioners as they gather together to celebrate the Holy 

Mass.  These ministers personally welcome each person and family as they arrive.  Ideally, we will have 

two ministers for each Mass: one by the front entrance and one at the side entrance. Our Hospitality 

Ministers will lock the side entrance to the church immediately following the Gloria, and then move to the 

vestibule at the front entrance of the church. From here the ministers can greet any late comers and help 

them find a seat, while also keeping the doors closed in the vestibule to avoid any interruptions to the Mass. 

 

After the Prayers of the Faithful, the collection(s) will be taken up and then brought to the altar with the 

Gifts. Money collected is then deposited in the Sacristy. 

 

At the end of Mass, (after the Closing Hymn as the pastor leaves the altar), the front doors of the Church 

are opened. 

  

Hospitality Ministers arrive 15 to 30 minutes prior to Mass, and should be willing to greet our parishioners 

with joy and friendliness in their greeting. 

 

GIFT BEARERS 

Gift Bearers bring the Bread and Wine to the altar during the Offertory.  After the Prayers of the Faithful, 

the Gift Bearers make their way to the back of the church (next to the front doors in the vestibule), and wait 

for the collection(s) to be taken. Once the collection is completed, the Gift Bearers process to the altar with 

the Bread and Wine, and hand them to the deacon or priest.  After a reverent bow, the Gift Bearers return 

to their seat for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS of HOLY COMMUNION (EMs) 

Ministers of the Body help the clergy to distribute the Lord's Sacred Body to the congregation. To serve as 

a Minister of the Body, you must have received the Sacrament of Confirmation. They are typically 

scheduled for this ministry every month, and the schedule is posted ahead of time in the sacristy and on-

line on the parish website. The EMs, even when scheduled, should remember to check if there are enough 

clergy to distribute Holy Communion, and under no circumstances should an EM distribute Communion 

when there are enough clergy at Mass.  All training for this ministry is provided. 

 

COFFEE and DONUTS 

Coffee and donuts provides a relaxed and informal opportunity for meeting, greeting, and getting to know 

your fellow parishioners better. It is a way to welcome new parishioners, and develop and strengthen our 

parish community bonds. 



Volunteers for this hospitality ministry help by preparing the set-up (setting out the donuts and bagels), 

cleaning-up after the event (vacuuming, emptying the coffee makers, etc.), and being the friendly face in 

helping to serve the refreshments.   

We need hosts and hostesses for after the 8:30 am and 11 am Sunday Masses. 

 

FAITH FORMATION CATHECISTS for CHILDREN 

Catechists help our children learn, appreciate, and celebrate our faith, including Sacramental prep for First 

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  Catechism classes are held on Sundays at 9:45 am in the Parish 

Office during the school year, and all instructional materials and training is provided. To volunteer in this 

ministry, you must pass an Archdiocesan background check, read and sign the Archdiocese’s Code of 

Conduct, and complete the required child protection trainings. 

 

We are also in need of individuals who would be willing to lead Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 11 

am Mass, and be guest speakers/presenters for RCIA. 

 

COLLECTION COUNTERS 

Rotating teams of three volunteers assist in the counting of the weekend collection and special collections, 

and prepare bank deposits in accordance with the general operating procedures of the Archdiocese of 

Portland. Background checks are required for all counters, and you must be a detail-oriented person who is 

at ease with counting money.  The time commitment is approximately 1 to 2 hours once a week on a rotating 

schedule. 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

The OLS Prayer Chain Ministry responds to the prayer requests left on the office’s Prayer Line (extension 

111) or that are requested in some other manner. It’s called a “prayer chain” because prayer links those in 

need and those praying for them in a very special way. Parishioners who sign up accept the responsibility 

to pray regularly for those who make their needs known, and to honor all aspects of confidentiality. When 

a prayer request comes in, you will be notified by the prayer request coordinator by email, or if you prefer, 

by a telephone call. You are free to choose the time, place, and method of prayer for these requests. This is 

a wonderful ministry opportunity for those who may be unable volunteer in a more physical way. Some 

volunteers may even prefer to pray for the requested intentions during Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

on Tuesdays and Thursdays (8 am to 8 pm). 

 

OLS CHAPTER of ST. VINCENT de PAUL 

Our Lady of Sorrows St. Vincent de Paul Conference provides neighbors in need (individuals within our 

geographical parish boundaries) with food boxes and/or assistance with payments for rent and 

utilities.  There are many volunteer opportunities available, including joining a delivery team comprised of 

two people who deliver food boxes in the afternoons Monday through Thursday and Saturday morning. 

Every other Thursday morning at 8:15 am, help is needed to unload the Oregon Food Bank delivery into 

our pantry, and stock the shelves.  For those needing a flexible schedule, we have immediate need for 

volunteers to deliver food to three PDX Free Fridge structures located within our parish boundaries. We 

meet at least monthly to pray, and discuss our successes and other opportunities for helping those in need. 

 

ANNUAL OR ONE TIME EVENTS   

We have various events throughout the year where assistance is needed in setting up tables and chairs, 

decorating, serving, cleaning up, etc. These events may include dinners (lasagna/spaghetti), social activities, 

the Fall Bazaar, celebratory receptions, funeral receptions and many more. If this sounds like something 

you would like to help with when the need arises, we will contact you, and then you can just show up when 

the event is announced.  

 

You are a valuable treasure to our parish family, and we 
thank you for your generosity with your time to help your 
parish family. 


